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IN THE CLAIMS 

1-23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Previously Presented) A brake assembly comprising: 

a housing portion comprising a fixed component adapted for attachment to a vehicle 
structure; 

an overstroke sensor mounted to said housing portion; and 

an operating shaft that actuates a brake mechanism, said operating shaft rotating about a 
pivot axis relative to said housing portion, and wherein said operating shaft cooperates with said 
overstroke sensor to identify an overstroke condition. 

25. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 24 wherein said 
overstroke sensor is directly mounted to said housing portion. 

26. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 24 wherein said 
housing portion comprises a non-rotating brake component. 

27. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 24 wherein said 
operating shaft selectively engages said overstroke sensor. 

28. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 24 wherein said 
overstroke sensor generates a signal that is communicated to a controller. 

29. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 28 wherein said 
overstroke sensor comprises a switch fixed to said housing portion. 

30. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 29 wherein said 
operating shaft includes a cam portion defining a profile that cooperates with the brake 
mechanism to move brake pads toward a brake disc, said operating shaft extending from said 
cam portion to a distal end, and wherein said distal end contacts said switch. 
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31. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 29 wherein said 
operating shaft includes a cam portion defining a profile that cooperates with the brake 
mechanism to move brake pads toward a brake disc, said operating shaft including a tab portion 
extending outward from said operating shaft adjacent said cam portion wherein said tab portion 
contacts said switch. 

32. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 24 wherein said 
overstroke sensor comprises a visual indicator of an overstroke condition. 

33. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 32 wherein said 
visual indicator comprises one of a movable post and a resilient buckling member, said one of a 
movable post and a resilient buckling member being movable relative to said housing portion in 
response to contact from said operating shaft to indicate an overstroke condition. 

34. (Withdrawn) The brake assembly according to claim 24 including: 
an indicator adjustment shaft defining a first axis; 

a biasing member that biases said indicator adjustment shaft along said first axis; 
a first member fixed to said indicator adjustment shaft; and 

a second member mounted to said operating shaft to engage said first member to drive 
said indicator adjustment shaft along said first axis against said biasing member in response to 
rotation of said operating shaft about said pivot axis to identify an overstroke condition. 

35. (Previously Presented) The brake assembly according to claim 24 wherein said 

■ 

housing portion comprises a housing wall having an opening extending through an entire 
thickness of said housing wall, and wherein said overstroke sensor is mounted within said 
opening such that at least a portion of said overstroke sensor extends outwardly of said housing 
wall. 
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36. (Previously Presented) A method of indicating an overstroke condition of a brake 
assembly having an operating shaft that actuates a brake mechanism, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) mounting an overstroke sensor to a non-rotating brake housing portion; and 

(b) rotating the operating shaft about a pivot axis relative to the non-rotating brake 
housing portion to selectively contact the overstroke sensor to identify an overstroke condition. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 36 wherein step (a) 
includes directly mounting the overstroke sensor to the non-rotating brake housing portion. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 36 wherein the overstroke 
sensor comprises a visual indicator of an overstroke condition, with the visual indicator including 
a movable member, and wherein step (b) includes moving the movable member relative to the 
non-rotating brake housing portion in response to contact from the operating shaft to indicate an 
overstroke condition. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 36 wherein the non-rotating 
brake housing portion comprises a housing wall having an opening extending through an entire 
thickness of the housing wall and wherein step (a) includes mounting the overstroke sensor 
within the opening such that at least a portion of the overstroke sensor extends outwardly of the 
housing wall. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 36 wherein step (b) 
includes generating a signal from the overstroke sensor to identify an overstroke condition, and 
communicating the signal to a controller. 

41. (New) The brake assembly according to claim 24 wherein said housing portion is part of 
a brake housing that substantially encloses the brake mechanism. 
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42. (New) The brake assembly according to claim 41 wherein said housing portion defines 
an inner cavity that receives said operating shaft such that said housing portion substantially 
surrounds and encloses said operating shaft. 

42. (New) The brake assembly according to claim 42 wherein the brake mechanism includes 
at least one piston that transmits force from said operating shaft to a friction pad that is 
engageable with a rotating brake component 

* 

44. (New) The method according to claim 36 including substantially surrounding and 
enclosing the operating shaft within the non-rotating brake housing portion. 



5 



PAGE 5/9 " RCVD AT 11/14/2006 10:50:51 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/18 " DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID: 12489888363 - DURATION (mm-ss):02-10 



